By-Laws

Fleur de Lis Garden Society
Revised Nov. 1, 2011
Article I – Name

The name of this organization shall be the Fleur de Lis Garden Society.  It was organized October 4, 2007 and Federated on November 6, 2007.

Article II – Objectives

The object of this society shall be to:

1. Further our knowledge of gardening;

2. Maintain membership in and cooperate with the objectives of the Mid-Central District (MCD), Federated Garden Clubs of MO, Inc. (FGCM), Central Region and National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC);

3. Advance the concept of gardening, floral and landscape design, and the study of horticulture and environmental issues;

4. Aid in the protection and conservation of natural resources, protect civic beauty and encourage the improvement of roadsides and parks;

5. Cooperate with other agencies furthering the interest of horticulture and conservation;

6. Operate the organization on a not-for-profit basis, and no property of the organization shall be used for the private profit of any member or special group.

Article III – Members

Section 1   The membership of this society shall be limited to 50 full members.  The minimum number of members for a Federated club is eight.  Full membership entitles a member the eligibility to hold office, attend all meetings, act in the capacity of committee chair and the privilege to vote.  In the event that a full member is unable to fulfill the requirements of his/her membership, they may forfeit their voting rights and committee chairmanship and become an associate member by addressing their request in writing to the President.

Section 2   Membership in this society is open to anyone showing an interest in the society’s objectives and in fulfilling the obligations of membership.  Prospective members shall attend two meetings before joining.  At the third meeting, they will complete a membership application and pay their dues.   Obligations of membership shall include:

a)  Commitment to one (1) full year of membership;

b)  Payment of dues;

c)  Participation as a chairman of one of the committees;

d)  Participation in club activities and fund raising projects.

Section 3   Members shall participate in the society’s activities and a chairmanship as a requirement of Full membership.  Should a member be unable to participate due to health, family or other unexpected issues, that member may become an Associate member.  They may resume Full membership at the time they become capable of participating as a Full member.

Section 4   All resignations shall be presented in writing to the President. 

Section 5   Charter members shall be the original members listed on the membership roster submitted to the FGCM Treasurer as of December 31, 2008. 

Article IV – Dues

Section 1   Membership dues shall be $35.00 per year.  Family membership dues shall be $50.00.  This shall include a one year subscription to The National Gardener Magazine, FGCM dues and MCD dues.

Section 2   Associate Membership dues shall be $25.00 per year.  This will include FGCM and MCD dues.  A one year subscription to The National Gardener Magazine can be purchased for an additional $6.50.  

Section 3   Dues shall be paid to the Treasurer of the society on or before October 15th.

Article V – Officers and their Duties

Section 1   The officers of this society shall be:  President/Co-President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  Hereafter, President/Co-President shall be referred to as President.  Officers shall be elected for a term of two (2) years on a bi-annual basis. The officers shall be elected at the October meeting.  The outgoing officers shall work with the newly elected officers during a transition period and until they take office at the January meeting.  The President and the Treasurer shall be required on the bank’s signature card for the society’s bank account.  Under no circumstance shall the Federation make decisions related to the Fleur de Lis Garden Society’s bank account or any other business without the approval of the Executive Board. Federated officers are not authorized signers on garden club accounts.  Garden club accounts are managed by the authorized signers on the accounts alone.
Section 2   These officers shall perform the duties prescribed by these by-laws and by a parliamentary authority adopted by this organization.

Section 3  The President shall preside at all meetings of the society, shall appoint all chairmen of committees and the Parliamentarian; shall sign all warrants with the Treasurer; shall be Ex Officio member of all committees, except the Nominating Committee; and, shall serve as chairman of the Executive Board.  He/She shall also represent the club at all district and state meetings.  Upon retiring from office, the President shall serve on the Executive Board in an advisory capacity for a one (1) year term.

Section 4   The Vice President shall conduct the business of the club during the absence of the President.  If the office of the President becomes vacant, the Vice President may become President with a nomination from the floor and a majority vote.  He/She shall also serve on the Executive Board and arrange yearly club programs, field trips and workshops as the Chairman of the Program Committee.  He/she shall chair the Nominating and Yearbook Committees.

Section 5   The Secretary shall record all minutes, keep a record at all of the meetings of the society and shall be responsible for all correspondence.  He/She shall also serve on the Executive Board.

Section 6   The Treasurer shall keep an account of all money received.  He/She shall collect annual dues, give notice of delinquent dues and shall serve on the Executive Board.  He/She shall keep the Membership Chairman and Secretary apprised of paid memberships. He/She shall make an itemized report of monies spent and received during the month and present at the regular monthly meeting.  The Treasurer shall chair the Budget Committee and present the budget at the Annual Meeting in November. 

Section 7   The Parliamentarian shall be appointed by the President to serve a term of two (2) years.  He/She shall attend all meetings of the society, serve on the Executive Board and advise, when necessary, the President, any officer, committee, or member on Parliamentary Procedure concerning the society.

Section 8    If a vacancy occurs in one of the offices, the President shall have the right to select a member to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term of office, with the approval of the Executive Board.

Section 9   Upon expiration of his/her term of office, each officer shall, within one (1) month, deliver all papers and society possessions pertaining to his/her office to his/her successor.

Article VI – Nominations and Elections

Section 1    Nominations shall be presented by a Nominating Committee chaired by the Vice President and two (2) members appointed by the President.  The Nominating Committee shall consist of three (3) members and is to be announced at the June meeting.  The committee shall present at least one (1) slate of officers at the September meeting.  Members of the Nominating Committee shall be eligible to run for office.  Any full member may recommend to the Nominating Committee prospective candidates for office before the September meeting.  Nominations from the floor will be accepted at the time of the election in October.

Section 2    The newly elected officers shall be installed at the November meeting and shall take office effective January 1st.

Section 3    Only full members are eligible to hold an office and to vote.  A full member is one who complies with Article III, Sections 2 and 3.
Article VII - Executive Board

Section 1  The Executive Board shall consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and the past President.  The Parliamentarian is an appointed member of the Board.  Committee Chairman may, upon their request or at the call of the President, attend Board meetings. The Board shall meet at the call of the President or upon written request of three (3) members of the Board. 

Section 2  The Board shall be vested with the right to authorize necessary expenditures and special donations not in excess of $100.00 per item.  Amounts in excess of $100.00 shall need approval by members of the club at the next meeting of the club.

Section 3  The Board shall formulate plans and policies for the club to be recommended for approval at the next regular meeting of the club.

Article VIII – Committees

Section 1  Budget:  The Treasurer shall be the chairman of the Budget Committee. The committee shall consist of a minimum of two (2) full members and shall meet with the Treasurer on an annual basis to compile the following year’s budget.  The budget committee’s meeting is at the discretion of the Budget Committee Chairman.  An annual budget shall be presented at the November meeting for society approval.

Section 2  Membership:  It shall be the responsibility of the Membership Chairman to contact prospective members, invite them to meetings, and provide information for prospective and new members. He/she shall promote membership and provide a current list of new members for the President, Secretary and the Yearbook Chairman. 

Section 3  Nominating:  The Nominating Committee Chairman shall be the Vice President.  The President shall appoint three (3) members to serve on the committee.   The committee shall present the initial slate of officers at the September meeting.  At the October meeting, the slate will again be presented and nominations shall be accepted from the floor.

Section 4   Additional Committees shall be listed in the Standing Rules and shall be appointed by the President as the need arises. 

Section 5  At the conclusion of each chairman’s term, he/she shall deliver to his/her successor any documents pertaining to the committee including any helpful instructions. A written report of the committee shall be given to the President by the Chairman at the November regular meeting.

Article IX– Meetings

Section 1   Regular meetings shall be held on the first Tuesday of each month unless otherwise ordered by the society.  Time of the meetings shall be 6:30 p.m.

Section 2  The regular meeting in November shall be known as the Annual meeting and shall be for the purpose of presenting the budget for the new year, receiving reports of officers and committee chairman and for any other business that may arise.

Section 3  Special meetings may be called by the President, and shall be called upon the request of 3 or more members.  Except in the case of emergencies, three (3) days notice shall be given.

Section 4  Fifty percent (50%) of full members of the Society shall constitute a quorum.

Article X – Amendments

Section 1  Additions and amendments to these by-laws shall be made by a majority of the members that make up the quorum.

Section 2  These by-laws may be amended at any regular meeting of the Society by a majority vote provided written notice was given at the previous meeting.

Article XI – Dissolution

In the event of a need to dissolve the society, and after payment of all bills, the assets shall be transferred to Mid-Central District in accordance with governmental regulations.  None of the funds shall inure to the benefit of individual members. 

Article XII – Parliamentary Authority

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Society in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these by-laws and any special rules of order the Society may adopt.
